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  SPONSORS 

 
BCU – BANANACOAST COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION. 

 
Serving local communities.  For all your financial needs – Home and business loans, credit cards, personal loans, savings 

accounts, term deposits, insurance, internet and phone banking, and loyalty rebates.   69 Park Beach Road.  6651 4404.  

www.bcu.com.au  

 

MANGROVE JACKS on the Promenade 
 

Breakfast and lunch 7 days, and dinner Tues to Sat. A lovely, 

peaceful setting by Coffs Creek for coffee or a meal. 6652 

5517. www.mangrovejackscafe.com.au 

 LUDO’S OLD WARES 
 

Buying and selling antiques, old wares and collectibles. 

Deceased estates.  2/26 Industrial Drive, Coffs Harbour South.  

6651 5514. 

 

EASY ORCHIDS 

 
Easy Orchids carries a wide variety of orchids and flasks, and 

orchid growing supplies – coconut, pots, etc.  They provide 

quick delivery of orders. 6682 2635 or www.easyorchids.com  

FITZROY MOTORS 

 
For Mazda and Honda vehicles, also second hand vehicles, 

and ALL your servicing needs.  Do your shopping while your 

car is serviced.  6652 3122, 41 Grafton St., Coffs Harbour. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Xerox Shop for printing this newsletter

mailto:coffsos@gmail.com
http://www.coffsorchidsociety.org.au/
http://www.bcu.com.au/
http://www.mangrovejackscafe.com.au/
http://www.easyorchids.com/
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1. CALENDAR 

1 Mar  Brian Lane on Botanic Gardens 

5 Apr  Orchid Tray company 

27-29 Apr Autumn Show. 

3 May 

7 June  Murray Shergold – Ansellia africana 

  

2. MARCH MEETING 
 

Our next meeting is on 1
st

 March.  The guest speaker will be 

Brian Lane and he will be talking about our Botanic Gardens.  

Our society originally met in the old Cavanbah Hall – which 

was on the site now occupied by the Coffs Ex-services Club.  

We then moved to the Presbyterian Church Hall before 

moving to our present location at the Botanic Gardens in 

about 1984. 

 

Brian has been an active supporter of the gardens as a 

volunteer and then president of Friends of the Botanic 

Gardens for many years. 

 

He has been very supporting of our society. 

 

3. COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The committee met at Mangrove Jacks on 7
th

 February.  

Matters discussed included 

 Trying to improve the table talk 

 Use of the library 

 Guest speakers 

 Autumn Show 

 

 

 

4. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
 

A reminder that annual memberships are due.  The fees 

are $10 per member, or $15 for a couple.  Please see the 

treasurer and pay this as soon as possible.  And correct 

money would be appreciated – it is difficult to provide 

change for $50 or $100 notes. 

 

5. RAY CLEMENTS’ TALK - CATTLEYA HYBRIDS 

 
Cattleyas are native to South America where there are dry 

winters and wet summers which constitutes a humid 

tropical climate, very much like our northern climate here in 

Australia.  It is difficult to grow these orchids further south 

and often the seasons are reversed – dry summers and wet 

winters - so they have to be artificially maintained.  These 

plants cannot take frost and cannot survive in temperatures 

much below 6. 

Trees and sometimes rocks are their preferred medium 

where they get plenty of air circulation and drainage in the 

wet.  The root systems are like sponges, sucking the 

moisture from the air.  When the roots change from white to 

green it is a sign of good health in the plant.   

Lc. Hwa Yuan Bay

 

(Thanks to Ray Clements for the photographs used 

throughout this newsletter which have been taken from 

Ray’s presentation.) 

The majority of problems occur when the root systems stay 

too wet due to too fine a soil mix or not enough drainage or 

air circulation.   The root systems are critical to the orchid’s 

health.  If the roots become stressed they shut off any 

circulation to the plant thereby causing it to starve and die.   

Cattleya orchids were well known to many orchid growers,  

but new knowledge of the DNA of these orchids has caused  

botanists to make quite a few changes with their names – 

most unpronounceable to the layman.  We are glad there 

are still easily pronounceable names for us to recognise 

them by. 



Pot. Roy's Magic

'Janet'

 

Ray showed us a wonderful slide show of the amazing 

variety in this family of orchids.  From blooms ranging from 

10cm to 20cm across to small stunningly compact blooms.  

To get large blooms on your plant requires that the leaves 

and roots system also be large and vigorous.  Flowers will 

often last between five to six weeks. 

Ray’s website.  www.tinoneeorchids.com is a must to visit. 

His magazine ‘Growers Guide’ is very informative giving a 

very understandable guide to getting a good start for 

successful growing of your orchid collections.  He is always 

available to anyone who has questions or problems by 

phone, email or by visiting him at Tinonee Orchid Nursery at 

768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee NSW 2430.  Ph/fax. (02) 6553 

1012  

Many thanks from us all for your visit and presentation. 

 

6. MONTHLY DISPLAY/COMPETITION 

 
We will continue with the display as at present, but we will 

try to make the table talk more interesting.  The person 

doing this will be asked to just announce the first in each 

category – the others will of course be listed in newsletter 

– and where appropriate hold up the plant so the 

members can see what we are talking about.   

 

The persons doing the table talk need to speak clearly and 

to the members so that we can all hear what is being said.  

Members are asked not to talk during this table talk so that 

everyone can hear. 

 

A reminder that plants should be benched before 7.15 so 

that the yellow numbers can be placed by the plants for 

people to vote for popular plant.  Sherrill will put 

numbers out at 7.15. 

 

Ron Cowling has the voting slips for popular vote. 

 

He also has slips for members who are benching plants.  

Please remember to put your name on the back of the slip 

when you are benching your plants. 

 

 

7.  “VISITING ORCHID DOCTOR.” 

 
We will try a new service, particularly aimed at our newer 

growers.  Members are encouraged to bring plants to 

meetings to ask for advice, but sometimes it is better if 

someone can see where and how plants are being grown. 

 

This year we will try a service where members, specially 

newer growers can contact the society, perhaps the 

secretary or president, and ask for an experienced orchid 

grower to visit to have a look at what orchids are being 

grown and how they are being grown. 

 

 

 
 

8. AUTUMN SHOW 

 
It is not too early to be thinking about our Autumn Show.  

What plants might you have in flower?  What do you need 

to do to them to present them at their best? 

 

We’ve had a few speakers talking to us about preparing 

orchids for shows – these talks are reported in our 

newsletters which can be found on the web site. 

 

Remember too that this year we are broadening the 

range of orchid plants that we can sell at the sales table.  

We are not restricted just to flowering plants, but can 

also sell mature, well established plants. The sales table 

coordinator will be authorised to reject plants that don’t 

meet this standard. 

 

We will be seeking volunteers for the roster at our 

meeting.  It takes a lot of work to put on a successful show, 

but if people are prepared to help then it is easier on 

everyone. 

http://www.tinoneeorchids.com/


Laeliocattleya

Mini Purple 'Jessica'

 

 

9. MICROPHONE 

 

A reminder that people who find it a little hard to hear 

should sit nearer the front of the room.   

 

To help with this issue we will purchase a microphone for 

speakers to use. 

 

10. LIBRARY 

 
We have quite an extensive collection of books in the 

cupboard – does everyone know where this is? – and 

members are encouraged to make better use of this. There 

are two Australian magazines dealing with orchids – 

Orchids Australia and Australian Orchid Review.  The 

society subscribes to Orchids Australia and members are 

encouraged to have a look at these in the library. 

 

There will be some more information about this soon. 

 

11. 2012 PROGRAM 
 

This year we will have our monthly meetings with guest 

speakers as usual, and we will have our two Shows. 

 

Gordon and Brian will hold several workshops, and we plan 

to have a couple of home visits. We hope to do a trip 

perhaps to an orchid nursery as we did to Easy Orchids last 

year. 

 

We are also planning to have an easy bush walk to see 

some Australian orchids growing in their natural 

environment. 

 

It is hoped that we can finalise the details soon and put the 

information in a newsletter and on the web site for you. 

 

 

12. HOME VISITS 
This year we will have a couple of home visits where 

members can visit one our orchid growers to see how he 

or she grows orchids and to ask questions. 

 

There might be tea/coffee, etc provided but hosts should 

not feel that they must provide a morning tea/afternoon 

tea banquet. 

 

Eplc.

Mae Bly 'Ching Hua Splash'

 

 

13. GLASSHOUSES. 

 
Growing orchids became a very popular hobby for the rich in 

England in the early 1800s.  Some employed their own 

collectors to travel to South America, Asia and Africa on 

collecting expeditions. 

 

These orchids had to be looked after when they were 

brought back to England, and since the English climate is so 

different to the tropical climate where these orchids were 

found, glasshouses were developed. 

 

One of the most famous of the early glasshouses was the 

one built by James Paxton for the 6
th

 Duke of Devonshire. 

Paxton (1803-1865) became Head Gardener at Chatsworth 

House in 1826 at the age of 23. He had impressed its owner, 

William Cavendish, 6th Duke of Devonshire, whose London 

residence (Chiswick House) was close to Paxton's previous 

place of work, Chiswick Gardens. It was a fantastic 

opportunity for Paxton. 

 

In the first half of the 19th century, there was intense 

interest in exotic plants from tropical regions and these 

required hothouses to survive. In 1837 work started on 

Paxton's Great Conservatory for Chatsworth, sited where 

the maze now stands. Architect Decimus Burton, who later 

worked with ironworker Richard Turner on the Palm House 

at Kew, drew up the plans.  

 



The frame was built of iron, and the sheets of glass, each 

four feet long, were made to this length to avoid the 

necessity for overlaps. Measuring 277 x123 x 67 feet, and 

covering an area of almost an acre, it was at that time the 

largest glass building in the world. It cost £10,000, an 

immense sum when you consider that the Duke’s head 

housekeeper was paid £20 per annum, and that Paxton’s 

salary when he was first appointed head gardener was £70 

per annum. 

 

After a few years the Duke became interested in orchids, 

and Paxton set about building glasshouses with better 

heating, lighting and ventilation than hitherto available. 

Paxton is credited with being one of the first to establish 

conditions under which many orchids could be cultivated 

indefinitely. 

.  

 

 
 

The Great Conservatory at Chatsworth. Built from 1836 to 

1841 and demolished in 1920. 

 

Paxton also built another glasshouse of innovative design to 

house the Duke’s giant Amazon water lily plants, which 

required a constant temperature of 30°C, conditions too hot 

for most orchids. A large pond, 33 feet in diameter, was 

required because each leaf of Victoria amazonica leaf grows 

to a diameter of 5-6 feet. 

 

 
The roof of Paxton’s glasshouse was designed with a 

sawtooth profile so that solar radiation was trapped more 

efficiently in the early morning and late afternoon than at 

midday, so avoiding overheating at that time. The design is 

still used in large glasshouses today but it’s unsuitable for 

the small structures that most of us use. 

Paxton’s crowning glory was the design of an enormous 

glasshouse erected in Hyde Park (London) to house the 

Great Exhibition of 1851. The Exhibition’s main aim was to 

publicise Britain’s leading contribution to the Industrial 

Revolution.  

 

The Organizing Committee for this event had already 

considered and rejected 233 previous designs, and was 

becoming desperate until Paxton submitted his design for a 

glass structure covering 18 acres, including a number of 

mature elm trees growing in the park. In metric terms, the 

glasshouse was over 500 m long, 135 m in width, and 32 m 

tall at the central dome. It was one of the first buildings 

constructed using mass production techniques and was 

completed in the remarkably short time of only 17 weeks. 

Paxton pointed out that the design of the dome was based 

on the rib structure of the leaf of the Amazon water lily, 

which gave both the leaf and the dome great strength. 

 

 
 

The front door of the Great Exhibition 

 

The Exhibition, regarded by many as the first of the World 

Expos, was deemed a great success by the public, the 

exhibitors, the Organizing Committee (to their surprise it 

made a profit!) and especially by Queen Victoria and Prince 

Albert. The Queen awarded Paxton a knighthood, and the 

Committee paid him £5000 for his brilliant design. 

 

After the Duke died, Paxton went on to become a director of 

the Midland Railway and the Member of Parliament for 

Coventry.  

 

 
 

Paxton’s Crystal Palace enclosed full-grown trees in Hyde 

Park. 

 



Thanks to Brian Milligan for this article.  Brian is a well 

known orchid grower in Melbourne and is editor of the 

North East Melbourne Orchid Society Newsletter. 

 

14. AGENDA FOR MARCH MEETING 

 
Welcome, Apologies, Visitors. 

 

Minutes of Feb meeting – as printed in newsletter 

 

Business Arising 

 

Committee Report – refer to newsletter.   

 

Inwards Correspondence 

 

Outwards Correspondence 

 

Finance Report – as printed in newsletter 

 

Table talk 

 

General business  

1. Orchid Doctor 

2. Show 

3.  

 

Guest Speaker – Brian Lane talking about the Botanic Gardens. 

 

Raffle, popular vote. 

 

 

15. MINUTES for FEBRUARY MEETING. 

 
APOLOGIES Tony & Anne Dew,  

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING Mvd. Ivy Scd. Sue That 

minutes as printed in the newsletter be approved. 

BUSINESS ARISING Nil 

CORRESPONDENCE  Deferred till next meeting 

FINANCE? As per Newsletter   Mvd. Betty 2
nd

 

Eric  That report be approved. 

GENERAL BUSINESS   Nil 

GUEST SPEAKER  Ray Clements – Tinonee  

POPULAR VOTE  Bill Bright 

RAFFLE WINNERS Glynis Smith, Peter Baker, Gary 

Suter 

Blc. Mem Robert Strait 'Redland'

 

 

 

 

 

 



COFFS HARBOUR ORCHID SOCIETY (CHOS)

TRADING STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD OF 18th JANUARY 2012 TO 20 FEBRUARY 2012

DATE OF THIS STATEMENT 20/2/2012.

Receipt INCOME Cheque EXPEND

00/1 M/Ships 50.00 Refer Receipt book

00/2 Raffle 107.00 Feb meeting

00/7 70 66.45 S.Harrision, stamps,envelops

00/1 71 33.00 Bot Gardens M/Ship

00/1 72 100.00 M/Ship AOC

TOTALS 157.00 199.45

DEBIT/CREDIT TOTAL FOR THE PERIOD 42.45

Bank Reconciliation for the above trading period.

Opening Bank Balance 20/2/2011 4254.21

ADD Rec for above period 157.00

S/T 4411.21

DEDUCT Exp for above period 0.00

Pre. u/presented cheques 37.00 Chq. 068,069

S/T 37.00

Balance of income and expenditure 4374.21 Refer BCU Statement.

NOTES:

The following cheques have not been presented

Chq 070 $66.45 S.Harrision as above

Chq 071 $33.00 Bot Gardens M/Ship

Chq 72 $100.00 M/Ship AOC

TOTAL $199.45

HALL. B.G.

Hon. Treasurer

2/2/1012
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